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ABSTRACT 

Indian educational philosophy has always emphasized holistic development, moral values, and the 

integration of life with learning. Mahatma Gandhi, one of the greatest educationists and philosophers of 

India, proposed a system of education known as Nai Talim or Basic Education, which focused on 

experiential learning, self-reliance, moral development, and the dignity of labor. In the contemporary era, 

the National Education Policy 2020 (NEP 2020) seeks to transform the Indian education system by 

incorporating similar principles such as holistic development, skill-based education, multilingualism, and 

value-based learning. This paper examines the relevance of Gandhian educational philosophy in the 

context of NEP 2020. It highlights how Gandhi’s ideas on learning by doing, vocational training, moral 

education, and mother tongue instruction are reflected in the policy framework. The study adopts a 

qualitative and analytical approach based on secondary sources including books, policy documents, and 

research articles. The findings reveal that NEP 2020 strongly resonates with Gandhian ideals and attempts 

to modernize them to meet contemporary global and local challenges. The paper concludes that the 

effective implementation of Gandhian principles through NEP 2020 can lead to a more inclusive, 

equitable, and value-oriented education system in India. 

KEYWORDS: Mahatma Gandhi, Nai Talim, Indian Educational Philosophy, NEP 2020, Experiential 

Learning, Value Education, Skill Development, Holistic Education 

1. INTRODUCTION 

Environmental sustainability has become a global priority due to increasing ecological crises such 

as climate change, pollution, and biodiversity loss. Sustainable development refers to meeting 

present needs without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. 

Education is a powerful tool to promote environmental awareness and responsible behavior. In 

India, both traditional philosophies and modern policies contribute to this goal. Gandhian 

philosophy provides a moral and ethical foundation for sustainable living, while NEP 2020 offers 

a structured framework for integrating sustainability into education. 

NEP 2020 emphasizes holistic and multidisciplinary education, incorporating environmental 

education and sustainable practices across all levels of learning. It aims to create environmentally 

conscious citizens equipped with knowledge, skills, and values for sustainable development. 
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2. OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 

1. To analyse environmental awareness in Gandhian philosophy 

This objective focuses on understanding how Mahatma Gandhi emphasized environmental 

awareness through his philosophy and lifestyle. Gandhi believed in the principle of “simple living 

and high thinking”, which promotes minimal consumption and sustainable use of natural 

resources. 

His concept of Ahimsa (non-violence) extended beyond humans to include nature, advocating 

that humans should not exploit the environment for selfish gains. Gandhi’s idea that “the Earth 

provides enough for everyone’s need, but not for everyone’s greed” highlights the importance of 

ecological balance. 

Through this objective, the study examines: 

 Gandhi’s views on conservation of resources 

 His emphasis on harmony between humans and nature 

 The relevance of his ideas in addressing modern environmental issues like pollution and 

climate change 

2. To examine the concept of sustainable development in Gandhian thought 

This objective aims to explore how Gandhian philosophy aligns with the modern concept of 

sustainable development. Although the term was not used during his time, Gandhi’s ideas 

strongly reflect its core principles. 

Key aspects include: 

 Economic sustainability: Promotion of Swadeshi (local production and self-reliance) 

 Social sustainability: Emphasis on Sarvodaya (welfare of all) and equality 

 Environmental sustainability: Advocating limited consumption and resource 

conservation 

Gandhi supported decentralized development, rural upliftment, and eco-friendly practices, which 

are now recognized as essential components of sustainable development. 

This objective helps in understanding: 

 How Gandhian thought provides a moral foundation for sustainability 

 Its relevance in achieving long-term ecological balance 

3. To study the role of NEP 2020 in promoting environmental education 

This objective analyzes how National Education Policy 2020 integrates environmental 

awareness into the Indian education system. 
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NEP 2020 emphasizes: 

 Holistic and multidisciplinary education 

 Experiential learning (learning by doing) 

 Integration of environmental topics across subjects 

 Promotion of eco-clubs and green initiatives in schools 

The policy encourages students to develop environmental responsibility through practical 

activities such as waste management, water conservation, and sustainable practices. 

This objective examines: 

 Curriculum reforms related to environmental education 

 Role of teachers and institutions in promoting sustainability 

 Development of environmentally conscious citizens 

4. To identify similarities between Gandhian philosophy and NEP 2020 

This objective focuses on finding common elements between Gandhian philosophy and NEP 

2020 in the context of environmental awareness and sustainable development. 

Both emphasize: 

 Experiential learning (Gandhi’s “learning by doing” and NEP’s activity-based learning) 

 Value-based education (ethical and moral development) 

 Self-reliance and skill development 

 Sustainability and environmental responsibility 

This comparative analysis helps to: 

 Highlight the continuity between traditional Indian philosophy and modern educational 

policy 

 Show how Gandhian ideas are reflected in NEP 2020 

5. To suggest measures for integrating sustainability in education 

This objective aims to provide practical recommendations for strengthening environmental 

education by combining Gandhian principles with NEP 2020. 

Suggested measures include: 

 Incorporating Gandhian values such as simplicity and conservation into the curriculum 

 Promoting project-based and experiential learning 

 Developing eco-friendly school environments (green campuses) 

 Training teachers in environmental education 

 Encouraging community participation and awareness programs 
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This objective is important because it bridges theory and practice, offering actionable steps to 

improve environmental awareness in education. 

3.Gandhian Philosophy and Environmental Sustainability 
The philosophy of Mahatma Gandhi is profoundly rooted in the principles of environmental 

ethics and sustainable living. Although Gandhi lived in a pre-industrial era, his thoughts and 

practices strongly resonate with contemporary ideas of environmental conservation and 

sustainable development. His philosophy advocates a balanced relationship between humans and 

nature, emphasizing restraint, responsibility, and moral values. 

 Principles of Gandhian Environmental Thought 

1. Simple Living and High Thinking 

Gandhi strongly advocated a lifestyle based on simplicity and minimalism. He believed that 

excessive consumption leads to environmental degradation and social inequality. By promoting 

simple living, Gandhi encouraged individuals to reduce their needs and avoid the over-

exploitation of natural resources. This principle directly supports sustainable consumption 

patterns in modern environmental discourse. 

2. Non-violence (Ahimsa) towards Nature 

The concept of Ahimsa, or non-violence, is central to Gandhian philosophy. Gandhi extended this 

principle beyond human relationships to include all living beings and the natural environment. 

He believed that harming nature is a form of violence, and therefore, humans must act responsibly 

to protect ecosystems, biodiversity, and natural resources. 

3. Trusteeship – Responsible Use of Resources 

Gandhi’s theory of trusteeship emphasizes that humans are not the absolute owners of natural 

resources but merely trustees. According to this idea, individuals and societies have a moral 

obligation to use resources wisely and ensure their availability for future generations. This aligns 

closely with the modern concept of intergenerational equity in sustainable development. 

4. Self-reliance (Swadeshi) 

The principle of Swadeshi promotes local production and self-sufficiency. Gandhi believed that 

reliance on local resources reduces environmental damage caused by industrialization and long-

distance transportation. It also supports sustainable economic systems by encouraging small-scale 

industries and reducing carbon footprints. 

5. Harmony with Nature 
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Gandhi emphasized the importance of living in harmony with nature rather than dominating it. 

He believed that human well-being is intrinsically linked to environmental health. This 

perspective encourages respect for natural laws and promotes ecological balance. 

Gandhian View on Sustainability 

Gandhi famously stated that “Nature provides enough to satisfy every man’s need, but not every 

man’s greed.” This statement reflects his deep understanding of ecological limits and the dangers 

of overconsumption. His ideas emphasize: 

 Conservation of natural resources 

 Minimal consumption and avoidance of waste 

 Maintenance of ecological balance 

 Equitable distribution of resources 

Gandhi’s concept of sustainability is based on ethical living and responsible behavior. He stressed 

the importance of preserving resources not only for present use but also for future generations, 

thereby ensuring long-term environmental stability. 

4. SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT IN GANDHIAN THOUGHT 

Gandhian philosophy aligns closely with modern sustainable development: 

1. Economic Sustainability: Local Production and Self-Reliance 

Gandhi strongly advocated the concept of Swadeshi, which emphasizes local production and self-

reliance. He believed that economic systems should be decentralized and rooted in local 

communities to ensure sustainability and reduce dependency on external resources. 

 Promotion of village industries and small-scale production 

 Reduction of industrial exploitation and environmental damage 

 Encouragement of self-sufficient communities 

 Minimization of transportation, thereby reducing carbon emissions 

This approach not only supports economic stability but also ensures that development is inclusive 

and environmentally friendly. Gandhi’s economic model discourages excessive industrialization 

and promotes a balanced, need-based economy. 

2. Social Sustainability: Equality and Justice (Sarvodaya) 

Gandhi’s vision of Sarvodaya—meaning “welfare of all”—forms the foundation of social 

sustainability. He emphasized equality, justice, and inclusive development, ensuring that every 

individual has access to basic resources and opportunities. 

 Social equality and removal of discrimination 



 International Journal of Dynamic Educational Research Society April – June -2026 

                                                                                                                                            ISSN 2584-041X(P)  
                                                                                                                                            ISSN 3048-7730(E)  

                                                                                                                                         VOL.07 ISSUE 02 

14 
 
 
 
 

 Promotion of human dignity and rights 

 Equitable distribution of resources 

 Empowerment of marginalized and rural communities 

Gandhi believed that true development cannot be achieved without social harmony and justice. 

His ideas encourage a society where growth benefits all sections, not just a privileged few. 

3. Environmental Sustainability: Conservation of Natural Resources 

Environmental conservation is a central aspect of Gandhian philosophy. Gandhi emphasized the 

responsible use of natural resources and warned against their over-exploitation. 

Important principles include: 

 Limited consumption and avoidance of waste 

 Protection of biodiversity and natural ecosystems 

 Sustainable use of land, water, and energy resources 

 Respect for nature and ecological balance 

Gandhi’s approach promotes a lifestyle that minimizes environmental impact and ensures the 

preservation of resources for future generations. 

Gandhian Model of Development 

Gandhi’s model of development is based on decentralization, sustainability, and ethical living. 

He opposed large-scale industrialization that exploits both people and nature, and instead 

supported a system centered on villages and local economies. 

His model promotes: 

 Decentralized governance and development 

 Eco-friendly and sustainable lifestyles 

 Balance between human needs and environmental limits 

 Integration of moral values with economic activities 

5. ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS IN NEP 2020 

NEP 2020 integrates environmental education into the curriculum at all levels. 

1. Holistic and Multidisciplinary Approach 

NEP 2020 promotes a holistic approach to education that integrates environmental awareness 

across all subjects rather than treating it as a separate discipline. It encourages students to 

understand the interconnection between science, social sciences, and humanities in addressing 

environmental issues. 

 Integration of environmental topics in all levels of education 
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 Development of critical thinking and problem-solving skills 

 Understanding the relationship between humans, society, and nature 

This approach helps learners develop a comprehensive perspective on sustainability. 

2. Experiential and Project-Based Learning 

The policy emphasizes learning by doing, enabling students to engage in real-life environmental 

activities. Experiential learning enhances understanding and promotes practical application of 

knowledge. 

Examples include: 

 Environmental projects and fieldwork 

 Waste management activities in schools 

 Participation in tree plantation and conservation programs 

Such practices foster active learning and long-term behavioral change toward the environment. 

3. Inclusion of Traditional Ecological Knowledge 

NEP 2020 recognizes the importance of India’s rich traditional knowledge systems in promoting 

sustainability. Indigenous practices often reflect eco-friendly and sustainable ways of living. 

 Study of traditional agricultural practices 

 Understanding local resource management systems 

 Learning from community-based conservation methods 

This integration helps preserve cultural heritage while promoting sustainable practices. 

4. Promotion of Eco-Clubs and Green Schools 

The policy encourages the establishment of eco-clubs and environmentally conscious school 

environments to actively involve students in sustainability initiatives. 

Activities include: 

 Cleanliness drives and awareness campaigns 

 Energy and water conservation practices 

 Recycling and waste segregation programs 

Eco-clubs provide a platform for students to develop leadership and environmental responsibility. 

5. Focus on Skills like Waste Management and Water Conservation 

NEP 2020 emphasizes the development of practical life skills related to environmental 

sustainability. These skills are essential for addressing real-world environmental challenges. 

Important skills include: 

 Proper waste segregation and recycling techniques 
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 Efficient use and conservation of water 

 Awareness about renewable energy and sustainable resources 

This skill-based approach prepares students to contribute effectively to sustainable development. 

NEP 2020 aims to develop environmentally responsible citizens through practical learning and 

awareness programs. 

6. SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT THROUGH NEP 2020 

NEP 2020 supports sustainable development by: 

1. Encouraging Green Skills and Employability 

NEP 2020 emphasizes the development of green skills that are essential for sustainable 

livelihoods and employment in emerging sectors. 

 Training in renewable energy, waste management, and sustainable agriculture 

 Promotion of vocational education related to environmental conservation 

 Development of skills for green jobs and eco-friendly industries 

This approach enhances employability while ensuring that economic development remains 

environmentally sustainable. 

2. Promoting Environment-Friendly Infrastructure 

The policy encourages educational institutions to adopt green and sustainable infrastructure. 

Important features include: 

 Construction of energy-efficient buildings 

 Use of renewable energy sources such as solar power 

 Water conservation systems like rainwater harvesting 

 Waste management and recycling facilities in campuses 

Such initiatives help reduce the environmental footprint of educational institutions and serve as 

models for sustainable living. 

3. Integrating Technology and Sustainability 

NEP 2020 highlights the role of technology in promoting sustainability and environmental 

awareness. 

Key elements include: 

 Use of digital platforms to spread environmental education 

 Adoption of smart technologies for energy and resource management 

 Encouraging innovation in sustainable solutions 
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Technology acts as a powerful tool to address environmental challenges and improve efficiency 

in resource utilization. 

4. Supporting Community Participation 

The policy recognizes that sustainable development requires active involvement of 

communities. 

 Collaboration between schools, local communities, and organizations 

 Awareness campaigns and environmental programs at the grassroots level 

 Encouraging students to participate in community-based sustainability projects 

Community participation ensures that environmental awareness extends beyond classrooms and 

leads to collective action. 

It aligns education with Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

7. COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS: GANDHIAN PHILOSOPHY AND NEP 2020 

Aspect Gandhian Philosophy NEP 2020 

Approach Ethical & value-based Policy-driven 

Focus Simple living Skill development 

Method Learning by doing Experiential learning 

Goal Harmony with nature Sustainable development 

Knowledge Traditional wisdom Modern + traditional 

Both emphasize experiential learning, sustainability, and ethical values. 

8. ROLE OF EDUCATION IN ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS 

Education helps in: 

1. Developing Environmental Consciousness 

Education helps in developing environmental consciousness by making individuals aware of 

environmental issues such as pollution, climate change, deforestation, and biodiversity loss. 

Key aspects include: 

 Understanding the importance of environmental protection 

 Developing sensitivity toward nature and ecosystems 

 Building awareness about human impact on the environment 

Through environmental education, learners become more conscious of their actions and their 

consequences on the planet. 

2. Promoting Sustainable Lifestyles 
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Education encourages individuals to adopt sustainable lifestyles that minimize harm to the 

environment. 

Examples include: 

 Using resources efficiently 

 Reducing waste and practicing recycling 

 Conserving water and energy 

By integrating sustainability into daily life practices, education helps in creating habits that 

support long-term environmental balance. 

3. Encouraging Responsible Consumption 

One of the key roles of education is to promote responsible consumption patterns. It teaches 

individuals to differentiate between needs and wants, thereby reducing overconsumption. 

Important elements: 

 Avoidance of unnecessary use of resources 

 Preference for eco-friendly and sustainable products 

 Awareness about the environmental impact of consumer behavior 

This aligns closely with Gandhian principles of minimalism and ethical living. 

4. Creating Global Citizens 

Education fosters the development of global citizens who are aware of global environmental 

challenges and committed to sustainable development. 

Key features: 

 Understanding global environmental issues 

 Promoting international cooperation and responsibility 

 Encouraging participation in global sustainability initiatives 

Global citizenship education helps individuals think beyond local boundaries and contribute to 

worldwide environmental protection efforts. 

Environmental education is essential for behavioral change and ecological balance . 

9. CHALLENGES 

1. Lack of Awareness and Training 

One of the major challenges is the lack of adequate awareness and training among teachers, 

students, and educational administrators. 

Key issues include: 

 Limited understanding of environmental concepts and sustainability practices 
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 Lack of professional training programs for teachers in environmental education 

 Inadequate exposure to practical and experiential learning methods 

Without proper awareness and capacity-building, the objectives of environmental education 

cannot be effectively achieved. 

2. Insufficient Infrastructure 

The successful implementation of sustainable practices in education requires proper 

infrastructure, which is often lacking. 

Major concerns include: 

 Absence of eco-friendly school buildings and green campuses 

 Limited availability of resources for practical activities such as recycling and water 

conservation 

 Lack of technological support for sustainability initiatives 

This deficiency restricts the practical application of environmental education in schools and 

institutions. 

3. Implementation Gaps in NEP 2020 

Although the National Education Policy 2020 provides a comprehensive framework, its 

implementation remains a significant challenge. 

Key gaps include: 

 Variations in policy execution across different regions 

 Lack of monitoring and evaluation mechanisms 

 Delay in curriculum reforms and teacher training programs 

These gaps reduce the effectiveness of the policy in achieving its sustainability goals. 

4. Limited Integration of Gandhian Values 

Another important challenge is the insufficient incorporation of Gandhian principles into modern 

education. 

Issues include: 

 Overemphasis on theoretical knowledge rather than value-based education 

 Neglect of ethical and moral aspects related to sustainability 

 Limited focus on simplicity, self-reliance, and conservation 

As a result, the deeper philosophical foundation of sustainability is often missing from the 

education system. 

5. Teacher Training and Policy Implementation Challenges 
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Teacher training and policy execution are central to the success of environmental education. 

Key challenges: 

 Inadequate teacher preparation programs 

 Lack of continuous professional development 

 Insufficient support from educational authorities 

Effective implementation of environmental education requires well-trained teachers and strong 

institutional support. 

10. SUGGESTIONS 

1. Integrate Gandhian Values into Curriculum 

There is a need to incorporate Gandhian principles such as simplicity, non-violence, trusteeship, 

and self-reliance into the educational curriculum. 

Key measures include: 

 Including lessons on ethical living and sustainable practices 

 Promoting values like minimal consumption and respect for nature 

 Integrating Gandhian philosophy across subjects such as social science and environmental 

studies 

This will help students develop a moral and value-based understanding of sustainability. 

2. Promote Experiential Learning 

Experiential learning, or learning by doing, should be emphasized to make environmental 

education more effective. 

Practical approaches: 

 Organizing field visits, nature camps, and environmental projects 

 Encouraging activities like tree plantation, recycling, and waste management 

 Using project-based learning methods to solve real-life environmental problems 

Such methods enhance students’ engagement and lead to long-term behavioral change. 

3. Strengthen Teacher Training 

Teachers play a crucial role in implementing environmental education. Therefore, their training 

must be strengthened. 

Important steps: 

 Providing specialized training in environmental education and sustainability 

 Conducting workshops and seminars on innovative teaching methods 

 Encouraging continuous professional development programs 
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Well-trained teachers can effectively guide students toward sustainable practices. 

4. Develop Green Campuses 

Educational institutions should serve as models of sustainability by developing eco-friendly 

campuses. 

Key initiatives: 

 Adoption of renewable energy sources like solar power 

 Implementation of waste management and recycling systems 

 Water conservation through rainwater harvesting 

 Plantation drives and maintenance of green spaces 

Green campuses provide practical exposure to students and promote sustainable living. 

5. Encourage Community Participation 

Sustainable development requires active involvement beyond the classroom. 

Strategies include: 

 Collaboration between schools, local communities, and NGOs 

 Organizing awareness campaigns and environmental drives 

 Involving students in community-based sustainability projects 

Community participation ensures that environmental awareness leads to collective action and 

societal change. 

11. CONCLUSION 

Environmental awareness and sustainable development are essential for the future of humanity. 

Gandhian philosophy provides a strong ethical foundation for sustainability, while NEP 2020 

offers a practical framework for implementation. The integration of both can create a balanced 

approach to education that promotes environmental responsibility, social justice, and economic 

sustainability. 
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